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The Lord is my Shepherd 

I shall not want 
 

 Since the beginning of time man has wanted more than God has offered 
to supply.  The “more” has always had hurtful results; Eve and the forbidden 
fruit, Lot and where he wanted to live, Israel’s fleshly desires as they left Egypt 
and wandered through the wilderness and us when we seek fulfillment and 
guidance from the world.  As we study the 23rd Psalm we will discover that there 
is no one who can compare with Jesus in meeting our every need.  He is our All 
Sufficiency in every desire that we have.  We just need to learn it and believe it.  
We have an unending Resource of power, love, comfort, peace, guidance and 
hope that few learn to tap into because of their lack of faith and diligence. 

The ways of God are different from our ways and require a willing and 
obedient heart.  We must have our minds set on the things above, trusting that 
God is faithful.   

Does this sound too spiritual for you?  Do you feel defeated before you 
even start?  Then learn lesson 1, do not go by your feelings, be humble and 
teachable to the Spirit of God.  He is faithful and willing to instruct us in the way 
we should go.  Offer up to God the spoonful of faith that you already possess.  
Submission and surrender are powerful allies in learning God’s ways and they 
yield great rewards.   

 
 

"Behold, God is my salvation, I will trust and not be afraid; For 
the LORD GOD is my strength and song, And He has become my 

salvation. Therefore you will joyously draw water from the springs of 
salvation.” 

                                      Isaiah 12:2-3 
 
 
 

The Shepherd 
 
 A shepherd was one that would look after and care for his sheep day and 
night, leading them to safe pasture.  Carefully he watches to see that none will 
stray from the rest of the flock. 
 
Verse 1 
The Lord is my Shepherd… 
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*1.  Do a little research and write down characteristics and functions of a 
shepherd. 
 
 
 
 
*Try using a dictionary, encyclopedia, internet resource, or biblical character for 
your answer. 
 
2.  The following Scriptures depict Christ as our Shepherd.  Record your 
discoveries of who He is and what He has done and will do for His “sheep”.  
 
 
Matthew 25:32-33 
 
 
 
Mark 6:34 
 
 
 
John 10:11-14 
 
 
 
1 Peter 2:24-25 
 
 
 
 
*3.  Look up the characteristics of sheep. How are we similar to or different from 
sheep?  Use these comparisons to gain a better understanding of why God calls 
us His sheep. 
 
                                                          
 Similarities      Differences 
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*Try using a dictionary, encyclopedia, internet resource, or biblical character for 
your answer. 
 
  
…I shall not want 
 
 Sometimes we get wants and needs mixed up, and not in just material 
things.  We live in a society that over-indulges in every area of the flesh.  There 
is a mentality that we have a right to more; we deserve the good life and have 
high expectations of others that leave us still wanting.  If something or someone 
does not measure up to these Satan inspired expectations, we connive ways of 
getting what we want, hoping that once we have attained it our desire will be 
satisfied.  The trap has been set; we go for the bait only to find ourselves angry, 
frustrated, in debt, overweight, unsatisfied and empty of all that we were in 
pursuit of; all because our desires are not aligned with God’s.  We have looked in 
all the wrong places and to the wrong persons to meet our needs.  God created 
us to have our needs met through Him and not the things of this world or other 
people.  Why?  To teach us that we can do nothing apart from Him and to be 
concerned more about loving others.  We need to learn a new way of living life 
by having our minds renewed with the Word of God. 
 The Shepherd took care of all of the sheep’s needs.  They were not 
worried where their next meal was going to come from, where the Shepherd was 
taking them, or about the wolves that might come to kill them.   
 Those who are the sheep of God receive expert care.  God will supply all 
their needs so they will not be in want.  He will do the same for us, we just need 
to ask no matter how big or small our need appears. 
 

 
“You lust and do not have; so you commit murder.  You are envious and 
cannot obtain; so you fight and quarrel.  You do not have because you 

do not ask.”   
James 4:2 

 
 
4.  Look up the following Scriptures that show God’s provision and record your 
observations as they correspond with our lives. 
 
 
Genesis 49:24-25 
 
 
 
Psalm 34:7-11 
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Philippians 4:11-13, 18-19 
 
 
 
1 Timothy 6:6-12 
 
 
 
 
5.  In light of your observations is there anything that you have learned that God 
has shown you that must change in your life in order to be able to say, “I shall 
not want”? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“I never supposes.  De Lord is my Shepherd, and I knows I shall not 
want.”  And, “Honey,” she added, to her gloomy friend, “it’s all dem 
supposes as is makin’ you so mis’able.  You’d better give dem all up, 

and just trust de Lord. 
Nancy, a southern woman 

Streams in the Desert 
 

 
 
 
 

“Be ye free from the love of money; (be) content with such things as ye 
have: for Himself hath said, I will in no wise fail thee, neither will I in 
any wise forsake thee.  So that with good courage we say, The Lord is 

my helper; I will not fear: What shall man do unto me? 
Hebrews 13:5-6 

ASV 

 


